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USPTO AFFIRMS VERNE ANDRU’S PRIORITY
TO CAPTAIN CANNABIS TRADEMARK

VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA: On September 6, 2022 the USPTO’s Trademark Trial and Appeal Board
(TTAB) found in favour of Verne Andru’s petition by cancelling an infringing CAPTAIN CANNABIS
trademark on the U.S. register.

The ruling is a milestone in an ordeal begun in 2013 after Verne, whose legal name is Laverne John
Andrusiek, responded to an alert that Lewis Davidson was using the Captain Cannabis name and persona in

Youtube videos to disparage law enforcement.

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board
Cancellation No. 92064830 for CAPTAIN CANNABIS registration.
Before Wolfson, Lynch, and Larkin, Administrative Trademark Judges.
Opinion by Wolfson, Administrative Trademark Judge.
Laverne John Andrusiek (Verne Andru) v. Cosmic Crusaders LLC and Lewis J. Davidson
Hearing: July 22, 2021 Cancellation Granted :&B September 6, 2022

After Verne put him on notice to stop Davidson registered the name with the USPTO’s trademark office
in 2014, that registration being subject of the cancellation order; Verne is internationally recognized as creator

of Captain Cannabis comic books from the nineteen-seventies.

The remaining question was.
who used Captain Cannabis as a commercial trademark first?

“Davidson’s actions not only infringe my long-standing rights, they cause problems with law
enforcement,” Verne commented. “He identifies himself only as ‘Captain Cannabis’ while wearing a mask and
rants against police on bad cell phone videos. Since I’m the recognized creator, heat automatically falls on me

for what he does and that’s just plain wrong.”

- more -



USPTO AFFIRMS CAPTAIN CANNABIS TRADEMARK continued...

Davidson secured the trademark registration in 2015. In 2016 he sent Verne an email stating, among
other things, he registered the trademark in response to being put on notice to stop, which he wasn’t going to do.
He gave Verne three days to agree to pay license fees on pain of being put out of business. Verne responded by
filing to have the trademark cancelled, which a panel of 3 Administrative Trademark Judges just agreed to do.

A 38-page opinion accompanies the cancellation order. After laying out the case background and
resolving technical issues the Board finds Verne’s “interest is squarely within the zone of interests protected by

the statue and he holds reasonable belief that damage is proximately caused by the continued registration.”

"Tt was a long and unnecessary episode I hope can be put behind us.
I have a great and growing Captain Cannabis brand that can now move forward knowing the
courts have drawn the line and infringers will be held to account.”
Captain Cannabis creator Verne Andru

Finding Verne entitled to relief and agreement on likelihood of confusion, the remaining question was,
who used Captain Cannabis as a commercial trademark first?

After weighing the evidence the Board found Davidson’s earliest date to be 2014, a year after Verne put
him on notice to stop.

The Board then found Verne “has shown his priority ... and because Respondent (Davidson) has
conceded that there is a likelihood of confusion,” determined the former proved his case with evidentiary
support dating from 1977.

In arriving at the decision the opinion explains, “...one should look at the evidence as a whole, as if
each piece of evidence were part of a puzzle which, when fitted together, establishes prior use. When all ... is
considered together, it establishes that Petitioner (Verne) used the mark CAPTAIN CANNABIS ... prior to the
April 2, 2014 filing date of Respondent’s underlying application...”

Grateful for the decision Verne summarized, “It was a long and unnecessary episode I hope can be put
behind us. I have a great and growing Captain Cannabis brand that can now move forward knowing the courts
have drawn the line and infringers will be held to account.”

Cancellation No. 92064830 was granted September 6, 2022 by the USPTO Trademark Trial and Appeal

Board and is styled Laverne John Andrusiek v. Cosmic Crusaders LLC and Lewis J. Davidson.

-30 -



THIS OPINION IS NOT A
PRECEDENT OF THE TTAB

Hearing: July 22, 2021 Mailed: September 6, 2022
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Trademark Trial and Appeal Board

Laverne John Andrusiek
v.

Cosmic Crusaders LLC and Lewis J. Davidson

Cancellation No. 92064830

Michael P. Matesky, II of Matesky Law PLLC, for Laverne John Andrusiek.

Joseph J. Weissman of Johnson Pope Boker Ruppel & Burns LLP,
for Cosmic Crusaders LLC and Lewis Davidson.

Before Wolfson, Lynch, and Larkin,
Administrative Trademark Judges.

Opinion by Wolfson, Administrative Trademark Judge:

On October 25, 2021, the Board acknowledged the assignment from Cosmic
Crusaders LLC (Cosmic Crusaders or Respondent) to Louis J. Davidson (Davidson)
of Registration No. 4782920 for the mark CAPTAIN CANNABIS (standard

characters) for “comic books” in International Class 16 that is at issue in this case.!

1 The assignment was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office (“USPTO”)
on August 6, 2021 under Reel/Frame 7387/0773. The assignment identified Cosmic
Crusaders as the assignor and as ‘an administratively dissolved Florida limited liability
company; Cosmic Crusaders was dissolved by the state of Florida on September 25, 2015,



Cancellation No. 92064830

The Board sua sponte joined Davidson as a party defendant, noted that despite the
prior assignment of the registration to Davidson, Cosmic Crusaders had filed a
Declaration of Use in its own name under Trademark Act Section 8, 15 U.S.C. § 1058,
and suspended proceedings pending the USPTO’s review and acceptance of the
Declaration. 64 TTABVUE 1-2. The USPTO accepted the Declaration on May 26,
2022. Accordingly, proceedings herein are resumed and the case is ready for decision.

L. Background

Laverne John Andrusiek (Petitioner) petitioned to cancel the involved registration
for the mark CAPTAIN CANNABIS under Section 2(d) of the Trademark Act, 15
U.S.C. § 1052(d), on the ground that Davidson’s use of the mark was likely to cause
confusion with Petitioner’s alleged prior use on comic books of the identical mark

CAPTAIN CANNABIS.2

about 2 months after Registration No. 4782920 issued on July 28, 2015. Section 8 declaration
filed July 28, 2021. As noted below, Davidson has been substituted into the case in place of
Cosmic Crusaders as the party in the position of defendant, but we will refer in this opinion
to Cosmic Crusaders as the “Respondent” because Cosmic Crusaders answered the petition
for cancellation, filed the brief of the party in the position of defendant, and appeared through
counsel at the oral hearing, even though, as discussed below, Davidson claimed to have
created and used the registered mark personally.

2 Petitioner also claimed that Cosmic Crusaders committed fraud in the execution of its April
2, 2014 application that matured into the involved registration; that Cosmic Crusaders did
not make use of its mark prior to the application filing date; that any use Cosmic Crusaders
may have made was unlawful; and that the specimen ultimately accepted by the USPTO
prior to issuance of the involved registration was not in use prior to the filing date of Cosmic
Crusaders’ use-based application. 9 TTABVUE 47-55. Petitioner pursued these claims at
trial.

Additionally, Petitioner argued in his trial brief that Respondent’ mark fails to function as a
mark because it is merely ‘the title of a single comic book issue.” 43 TTABVUE 6. Petitioner
did not plead as a basis for cancellation that the mark fails to function as a mark because it
1s merely the title of a single work, nor did the parties try the issue by consent; accordingly,
we do not consider the claim. In addition, while Petitioner argues in his trial brief that
Respondent has abandoned the mark, there is no pleading of abandonment and therefore we

2
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In its Answer, Cosmic Crusaders denied the salient allegations of the Petition to
Cancel, and asserted that Petitioner abandoned any rights he may have had prior to
Respondent’s priority date. However, because Respondent failed to pursue the
affirmative defense of abandonment at trial, it is deemed waived and has been given
no consideration.3 See Alcatraz Media, Inc. v. Chesapeake Marine Tours, Inc., 107
USPQ2d 1750, 1753 n.6 (TTAB 2013), affd mem., 565 F. App’x 900 (Fed. Cir. 2014).
Moreover, the parties agree that the marks are confusingly similar, and as discussed
more fully below, Petitioner only has to prove priority of use at common law to prevail

on its claim under Section 2(d).

will not entertain that claim. Syngenta Crop Prot. Inc. v. Bio-Chek LLC, 90 USPQ2d 1112,
1115 n.3 (TTAB 2009); TBMP § 314 (“A party may not rely on an unpleaded claim.”).

3 Respondent’s statement, in a footnote to its brief at 47 TTABVUE 22, that Petitioner
“admitted” it did not use its mark for 20 years, and that this “raises a presumption of
abandonment, which Petitioner cannot possibly rebut” is both a mischaracterization of any
statement Petitioner may have made, and inadequate as proof that Petitioner’s common law
mark has been abandoned. Even if Respondent's statement is true, the 20-year period of time
as characterized by Respondent comes "between the late 1970s an [sic] 1999." If Respondent
had provided evidence of Petitioner's alleged abandonment prior to 1999, which it did not,
such evidence would have no bearing on any subsequent use that Petitioner could prove it
made prior to Respondent's date of first use. “[I]f a challenger's date of first use is later than
the resumed use of the party alleged to have abandoned the trademark, then the issue of
possible abandonment is irrelevant to the question of priority.” 3 McCarthy on Trademarks
and Unfair Competition § 17:3 (5th ed.); see also Income Tax Serv. Co. v. Fountain, 475 F.2d
655, 177 USPQ 388, 389 (CCPA 1973) (abandonment by registrant is irrelevant where its
first use after alleged abandonment is prior to petitioner’s first use); W. Fla Seafood Inc. v.
Jet Rests. Inc., 31 F.3d 1122, 31 USPQ2d 1660, 1666 (Fed. Cir. 1994) (a party asserting
abandonment as a defense to a prior use assertion “bears at a minimum a burden of coming
forth with some evidence of abandonment”), quoted in Exec. Coach Builders, Inc. v. SPV
Coach Co., 123 USPQ2d 1175, 1181 (TTAB 2017).
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II. Evidentiary Objection

During his rebuttal period, Petitioner filed a rebuttal declaration of Laverne
Andrusiek (39 TTABVUE at 3-142);4 a rebuttal declaration of Michael P. Matesky, 11
(39 TTABVUE at 143-149); and a rebuttal Notice of Reliance (37 TTABVUE at 2-18).

Respondent objected to Petitioner’s rebuttal evidence as improper on the ground
that “Petitioner utilized his ‘rebuttal’ testimonial period simply as a second bite at
presenting his evidence in chief.” 47 TTABVUE 12. Petitioner responded that the
material was introduced to rebut Respondent’s claim that it is the senior user of the
mark: “Davidson did not solely testify regarding his own claimed first use dates.
Rather, by claiming to be the ‘senior user,” he necessarily claimed to have begun use
of the CAPTAIN CANNABIS mark before Petitioner. . . . Petitioner is therefore
entitled to submit evidence rebutting that claim.” 51 TTABVUE 10. In other words,
Petitioner contends that the evidence he presented during his main testimony period
was meant to demonstrate his priority vis-a-vis Davidson, and that it was not until
Davidson asserted his right to rely on the prior use by Cosmic Crusaders did it become
necessary for Petitioner to present evidence of first use prior to that of Cosmic
Crusaders.

“It is axiomatic that rebuttal testimony may be used only to rebut evidence offered
by the defendant.” Life Zone Inc. v. Middleman Grp. Inc., 87 USPQ2d 1953, 1958
(TTAB 2008) (citing Wet Seal Inc. v. FD Mgmt. Inc., 82 USPQ2d 1629 (TTAB 2007);

Rowell Labs., Inc. v. Can. Packers Inc., 215 USPQ 523, 525 n.2 (TTAB 1982)

439 TTABVUE is a corrected resubmission of 36 TTABVUE.
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(“material intended to buttress petitioner’s case-in-chief ... constituted improper
rebuttal”). With the aforementioned principle in mind, we find that the bulk of
Andrusiek’s rebuttal testimony and exhibits, the Matesky declaration and exhibits,
and the evidence submitted under the rebuttal Notice of Reliance should have been
introduced as part of Petitioner’s case-in-chief. Inasmuch as the petition was filed
against Cosmic Crusaders initially, it is reasonable to impose upon Petitioner a duty
to present whatever evidence he had demonstrating his use prior to any use by that
entity as part of his main trial evidence.

The only proper rebuttal evidence consists of the averments in Petitioner’s
rebuttal declaration that directly rebut certain statements made by Davidson in his
testimony declaration, namely, that “No character named Captain Cannabis appears
in the comic book. In fact, the name or term ‘Captain Cannabis’ appears nowhere in
the comic book story.” 17 TTABVUE 4. Accordingly, we admit and have considered
the following testimony from the Andrusiek rebuttal declaration and related Exhibit
5:

18. In 2006, I published a new issue of the Captain
Cannabis comic series, titled “420” (the “420/CAPTAIN
CANNABIS” comic book). True and correct copies of the
front cover, editorial page, and back cover of the

420/CAPTAIN CANNABIS comic book are attached hereto
as Exhibit 5.

19. Like all other issues in the CAPTAIN CANNABIS
series, the 420/CAPTAIN CANNABIS comic book tells the
story of Halburt Lighter, the alter ego of superhero Captain
Cannabis.

20. The 420/CAPTAIN CANNABIS comic book displays the
Captain Cannabis Leaf Design Mark in the upper left hand
corner of the front cover.
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21. The editorial page of the 420/CAPTAIN CANNABIS
comic book features the Captain Cannabis character
artwork, and both the editorial page and back cover use the
CAPTAIN CANNABIS trademark to inform readers that
the 420/CAPTAIN CANNABIS comic book is part of the
same “CAPTAIN CANNABIS” series and story that I
began publishing decades earlier.

39 TTABVUE 5-6; Exhibit 5, 39 TTABVUE 26-29.

In all other respects, Respondent’s objection to Petitioner’s rebuttal evidence is
sustained and the evidence has been given no consideration. See, e.g., Osage Oil &
Transp., Inc. v. Standard Oil Co., 226 USPQ 905, 907 n.10 (TTAB 1985), revd on
other grounds, 10 USPQ2d 1554 (N.D. Okla. 1988) (“In view of the absence of a period
for rebuttal by respondent, and since priority of rights was a crucial issue joined by
the pleadings, it was incumbent on petitioner to anticipate that respondent would
support its claimed prior rights both by evidence relating to petitioner’s date of first
use as well as its own.”); Am. Meat Inst. v. Horace W. Longacre, Inc., 211 USPQ 712,
719 (TTAB 1981) (“[i]t is the general rule that a party plaintiff may in his case on
rebuttal introduce facts and witnesses appropriate to deny, explain, or otherwise
discredit the facts and witnesses adduced by the opponent, but not any facts or
witnesses which might appropriately have been introduced during its case- in-chief
to sustain its pleading); Gen. Elec. Co. v. Graham Magnetics Inc., 197 USPQ 690, 692
n.5 (TTAB 1977) (rebuttal testimony and evidence is intended to be limited to denials,
refutations or explanations of defendant’s testimony and evidence).

ITII. The Record

The record includes the pleadings and, by operation of Trademark Rule 2.122(b),

37 C.F.R. § 2.122(b), the challenged registration and its application file history. In

6
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addition, and in light of our above evidentiary rulings, the record includes the

following:

A.

Petitioner’s Evidence

Affidavit of Laverne John Andrusiek, including exhibits, 11 TTABVUE 6-
95;

Affidavit of Tom KEdgar, site administrator of Francis Ford Coppola’s
American Zoetrope story development website, including an exhibit, 11
TTABVUE 2-4;

Affidavit of Jim McPherson, self-identified as Publisher of Phantacea
Publications, 11 TTABVUE 79;

Portions of the Andrusiek rebuttal declaration, 39 TTABVUE 5-6 and
Exhibit 5, 39 TTABVUE 26-29;

Notice of Reliance on Internet materials, discovery requests propounded on
Respondent, and an email thread among the USPTO and the parties. 12
TTABVUE.

Respondent’s Evidence

Testimony declaration of Respondent Lewis Davidson, 17 TTABVUE;
Testimony declaration of Alex Wadsworth, self-identified as a radio
personality, 18 TTABVUE.5

IV. Entitlement to a Statutory Cause of Action

Entitlement to a statutory cause of action “is an element of the plaintiff's case in

every inter partes proceeding.” Corcamore, LLC v. SFM, LLC, 978 F.3d 1298, 2020

USPQ2d 11277, at *6-7 (Fed. Cir. 2020), cert. denied, 141 S. Ct. 2671, 210 L. Ed. 2d

833 (2021); Australian Therapeutic Supplies Pty. Ltd. v. Naked TM, LLC, 965 F.3d

1370, 2020 USPQ2d 10837, at *3 (Fed. Cir. 2020), cert. denied, 142 S. Ct. 82, 211 L.

Ed. 2d 16 (2021) (citing Lexmark Int’l, Inc. v. Static Control Components, Inc., 572

U.S. 118,134 S. Ct. 1377, 188 L. Ed. 2d 392, 109 USPQ2d 2061, 2067 n.4 (2014)).

5 The testimony declaration of Joseph Weissman, filed at 16 TTABVUE, was stricken by the
Board on September 18, 2018. 26 TTABVUE.
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To establish entitlement to a statutory cause of action, a plaintiff must
demonstrate: (1) an interest falling within the zone of interests protected by the
statute and (i1) a reasonable belief in damage proximately caused by the registration
or continued registration of the mark. Spanishtown Enters., 2020 USPQ2d 11388 at
*1 (citing Corcamore, 2020 USPQ2d 11277 at *4). See also Empresa Cubana, 111
USPQ2d at 1062; Ritchie v. Simpson, 170 F.3d 1092, 50 USPQ2d 1023, 1025 (Fed.
Cir. 1999); Lipton Indus., Inc. v. Ralston Purina Co., 670 F.2d 1024, 213 USPQ 185,
189 (TTAB 1982).

As a direct competitor of Respondent, 11 TTABVUE 10-11, who asserts a Section
2(d) claim on which likelihood of confusion is conceded and only priority is at issue,
Petitioner has an interest in canceling Respondent’s registration. See, e.g., Books on
Tape, Inc. v. Booktape Corp., 836 F.2d 519, 5 USPQ2d 1301, 1302 (Fed. Cir. 1987)
(finding competitor has standing because it has an interest in the outcome beyond
that of the general public); Peterson v. Awshucks SC, LLC, 2020 USPQ2d 11526, *6
(TTAB 2020) (entitlement to a statutory cause of action found where petitioner and
respondent are competitors).

Petitioner's interest is squarely within the zone of interests protected by the
statute and he holds a reasonable belief that damage is proximately caused by the
continued registration of Respondent’s mark. Petitioner has established his
entitlement to a statutory cause of action under the Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C.

§ 1051 et. seq.
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V. Likelihood of Confusion

Both Petitioner and Respondent are selling comic books under the mark
CAPTAIN CANNABIS, which also serves as the name of a fictitious character.
Character names are registrable as trademarks where the character name is
perceived by the purchasing public as a mark which identifies and distinguishes the
source of goods or services. See, e.g., In re Paramount Pictures Corp., 213 USPQ 1111
(TTAB 1982) (television character names determined to serve as trademarks for
decalcomanias); In re Fla. Cypress Gardens, Inc., 208 USPQ 288 (TTAB 1980)
(designation consisting of name of clown is registrable for entertainment services
despite fact that name also identifies a fictitious character played by performers in
applicant’s shows); cf. In re DC Comics, Inc., 689 F.2d 1042, 215 USPQ 394 (CCPA
1982) (drawings of fictional comic characters held to function as trademarks for toy
doll figurines of such characters).

The parties do not dispute that the term CAPTAIN CANNABIS is a distinctive
trademark as well as the name of a character. Nor do they dispute that
contemporaneous use of their respective marks would likely cause confusion.
Petitioner states that “neither party truly disputes likelihood of confusion,” 43
TTABVUE 6, and Respondent agrees that “Petitioner cannot possibly prove any
likelihood of confusion [only because Petitioner] has not and cannot carry its burden
to establish priority of use.” 47 TTABVUE 25. Accordingly, the only issue in dispute
under Trademark Act Section 2(d) is priority.

To establish priority on a likelihood of confusion claim brought under Trademark
Act Section 2(d), 15 U.S.C. § 1052, Petitioner must prove that, vis-a-vis Respondent,

9
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he owns “a mark or trade name previously used in the United States . . . and not
abandoned. . . .” Trademark Act Section 2(d). Petitioner must establish his priority
by a preponderance of the evidence. Cunningham v. Laser Golf Corp., 222 F.3d 943,
55 USPQ2d 1842, 1848 (Fed. Cir. 2000); Giersch v. Scripps Networks Inc., 90 USPQ2d
1020, 1023 (TTAB 2009) (“In a case involving common-law rights, ‘the decision as to
priority is made in accordance with the preponderance of the evidence.”) (citing
Hydro-Dynamics, 1 USPQ2d at 1773).

Because Petitioner does not own an existing registration upon which he may rely
for purposes of a Section 2(d) likelihood of confusion analysis, Petitioner must
establish his proprietary rights in the CAPTAIN CANNABIS mark before any date
upon which Respondent may rely. Petitioner may establish such rights through prior
actual trademark use or through prior use analogous to trademark use, such as use
in advertising brochures, trade publications, catalogues, newspaper advertisements
and Internet websites that created a public awareness of the designation as a
trademark identifying Petitioner as the source of the relevant goods. See Trademark
Act Sections 2(d) and 45, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1052(d) and 1127; Herbko Int’l, Inc. v. Kappa
Books, Inc., 308 F.3d 1156, 64 USPQ2d 1375, 1378 (Fed. Cir. 2002) (proprietary rights
in the asserted mark may arise from “prior use analogous to trademark or service
mark use, or any other use sufficient to establish proprietary rights”); Cent. Garden
& Pet Co. v. Doskocil Mfg. Co., 108 USPQ2d 1134, 1145 (TTAB 2013) (“The analogous
use doctrine allows a party to claim priority as of when it is established that the mark

1s associated in the mind of the consumer with a source for the goods.”).

10
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A. Has priority through analogous use been properly pleaded?

Although the parties make no mention of the issue, we have long held that reliance
on priority through analogous use must be pleaded, see Cent. Garden & Pet Co., 108
USPQ2d at 1142 (citing Fair Indigo LLC v. Style Conscience, 85 USPQ2d 1536, 1537-
38 (TTAB 2007) (discussing sufficiency of analogous use pleading). In his amended
petition to cancel, Petitioner claimed priority based on his alleged
common law wusage of the CAPTAIN CANNABIS
trademark in U.S. interstate trade since at least
January 25, 1999 when [Petitioner] engaged in sales
activities at the NATPE trade fair in New Orleans,
Louisiana and bona fide commercial trade in Comic Books
starting September 25, 2006 by way of direct sale of a

420/Captain Cannabis comic book to a customer in the
state of Florida.

9 TTABVUE 9 (Amend. Pet. for Canc. 4 41). Petitioner also claimed priority based on
his alleged “sales and marketing activities through his CAPTAINCANNABIS.COM
web portal since April 22, 1999.” Id. (Amend. Pet. for Canc. ¥ 42).

We find these statements sufficient to allege Petitioner’s analogous use priority
claim. As stated, Petitioner claims 1999 as the date he was engaged in “sales
activities,” which is use analogous to trademark use; he also pleads “bona fide
commercial trade” in 2006 and clarifies that this was “by way of direct sale,” which
would be, if proven, actual trademark use. Petitioner also relies on marketing
activities, and “even before proper trademark use commences, advertising or similar
pre-sale activities may establish priority if they create the necessary association in
the mind of the consumer.” Central Garden & Pet Co., 108 USPQ2d at 1142.

Petitioner has thus sufficiently put Respondent on notice that he intends to rely on

11
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both use analogous to trademark use as well as actual trademark use. See Fed. R.
Civ. P. 8(e)(1); see also Scotch Whisky Assoc. v. U.S. Distilled Prods. Co., 952 F.2d
1317, 21 USPQ2d 1145 (Fed. Cir. 1991) (under the simplified notice pleading of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, the allegations of a complaint should be construed
liberally so as to do substantial justice); Fair Indigo, 85 USPQ2d at 1538 (“The
elements of each claim should be stated concisely and directly, and include enough
detail to give the defendant fair notice.”); Harsco Corp. v. Elec. Scis. Inc., 9 USPQ2d
1570, 1571 (TTAB 1988) (since function of pleadings is to give fair notice of claim, a
party is allowed reasonable latitude in its statement of its claims).6

B. Respondent’s Priority Date

Because a presumption of validity attaches to Respondent’s involved registration,
Davidson is entitled to rely on the April 2, 2014 filing date as his date of constructive
first use. Cent. Garden & Pet Co., 108 USPQ2d at 1140 (“when an application or
registration is of record, the party may rely on the filing date of the application for

registration, i.e., its constructive use date”); Syngenta Crop Prot., 90 USPQ2d at 1119

6 Even if we found Petitioner’s allegations insufficient, we believe the issue has been tried by
implied consent. Fed. R. Civ. P. 15(b)(2). For example, Respondent acknowledges that
Petitioner alleges CAPTAIN CANNABIS artwork appeared on his website in 1999 but argues
that “the existence of such artwork standing alone does not establish use of the artwork as a
trademark at the website.” 47 TTABVUE 23. Also, Petitioner testified that he sold a copy of
his “420” comic book in September 2006, 11 TTABVUE 7; Respondent argues that even if
true, it did not bear the CAPTAIN CANNABIS mark. 47 TTABVUE 24. “While the question
[would be] a very close one we find that the issue was tried by implied consent, and we
therefore consider [Petitioner’s] analogous use theory.” Cent. Garden & Pet Co., 108 USPQ2d
at 1142.

12
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(“applicant may rely without further proof upon the filing date of its application as a
‘constructive use’ date for purposes of priority”).

However, Davidson asserts an earlier date for priority. Davidson seeks to
establish “2013” as Respondent’s date of first use in commerce. To this end, Davidson
testified that:

I initially indicated a first-use in commerce date of October
2, 2014 for my “Captain Cannabis” trademark based on a
misunderstanding on my part regarding the requirements
for use in interstate commerce. In reality, the first sales of

my “Captain Cannabis” comic books under the “Captain
Cannabis” mark were in 2013.

17 TTABVUE 4 (Davidson Decl. § 17).

When a registrant seeks “to prove a date of first use earlier than the date alleged
in its application for registration ..., its proof of that earlier date must be ‘clear and
convincing.” Hydro-Dynamics Inc. v. George Putnam & Co. Inc., 811 F.2d 1470, 1
USPQ2d 1772, 1773 (Fed. Cir. 1987) (dates of first use earlier than that alleged in
the application is a change of position from one “considered to have been made against
interest at the time of filing the application,” and therefore requires enhanced proof);
see also Stanspec Co. v. Am. Chain & Cable Co., 531 F.2d 563, 189 USPQ 420, 424
n.10 (CCPA 1976) (“An amendment to a registration to claim earlier dates of first use
amounts to an enlargement of a registrant’s rights. Such a registrant has a heavy
burden of proof in attempting to establish a date of first use prior to that stated in its
registration.”) (internal citations omitted); NT-MDT LLC v. Kozodaeva, 2021
USPQ2d 433 (TTAB 2021) (motion to amend dates of first use denied where

registrant’s proof was not clear and convincing).

13
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To support the claimed 2013 date, Davidson testified that he “sold some copies of
my ‘Captain Cannabis’ comic books personally in 2013.” 17 TTABVUE 3 (Davidson
Decl. 9 13). Alex Wadsworth testified that he purchased a CAPTAIN CANNABIS
comic book from Davidson in 2013. 18 TTABVUE 2 (Wadsworth Decl. 9 2). A copy of
the cover of the comic book Wadsworth attested to purchasing was attached to his

Declaration as Exhibit 1 (18 TTABVUE 3):

Neither Respondent nor Davidson supplied an invoice or receipt demonstrating this

alleged sale to Wadsworth or of any direct sales allegedly made in 2013.

14
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Respondent’s only receipts come from 2014, in the form of two receipts that fail to
1dentify the items allegedly sold except by unintelligible “deposit ID” numbers.
Whether these reflect sales of comic books bearing the artwork shown above, or that

displayed below is unclear:?

7 This artwork accompanied Respondent’s statement of use, and was properly rejected as
failing to show use of CAPTAIN CANNABIS in a trademark manner. Trademark Act
Sections 1, 2 and 45, 15 U.S.C. §§1051-1052, 1127. After this specimen was rejected,
Respondent filed as a substitute specimen, a copy of the cover depicted in Exhibit 1 to the
Wadsworth declaration.

15
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The only other submission allegedly supporting Respondent’s earlier 2013 claimed
date of first use is an invoice from a printer for printing “The Cosmic Crusaders-
Reboot-Comic.” 17 TTABVUE 8. The invoice does not mention CAPTAIN
CANNABIS, and it is unclear if and how the term was used in the referenced “Reboot-
Comic.” The invoice thus has minimal probative value.

When the smoke clears, the above evidence is not clear and convincing proof that
Respondent’s first use of its mark on a comic book was in 2013 rather than 2014.
Respondent has not established that it is entitled to a date of first use earlier than
April 2, 2014.8

C. Petitioner’s Priority Date

As noted above, “even before proper trademark use commences, advertising or
similar pre-sale activities may establish priority if they create the necessary
association in the mind of the consumer.” Cent. Garden, 108 USPQ2d at 1142.

It 1s well settled that one may ground one’s opposition to
an application on the prior use of a term in a manner
analogous to service mark or trademark use. Such an
“analogous use” opposition can succeed, however, only
where the analogous use is of such a nature and extent as

to create public identification of the target term with the
opposer’s product or service.

T.A.B. Sys. v. PacTel Teletrac, 77 F.3d 1272, 37 USPQ2d 1879, 1882 (Fed. Cir. 1996).
The theory under which use analogous to trademark use can provide a party with

priority over another user of the same mark further requires that actual trademark

8 Even had we found “2013” to be Respondent’s date of first use, such a finding would not
change the results in this case.
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use must follow the analogous use within a commercially reasonable period of time.
Dyneer Corp. v. Auto. Prods., plc, 37 USPQ2d 1251, 1255 (TTAB 1995) (“With use
analogous to trademark use, the proper inquiry generally is whether any delay
between such use and actual, technical trademark use is commercially reasonable.”).

To prove prior analogous use, Petitioner need not submit survey evidence or other
direct evidence of the consuming public’s identification of the CAPTAIN CANNABIS
mark with Petitioner as the source of comic books or related goods such as DVDs and
animated videos. “Instead, the fact finder may infer the fact of identification on the
basis of indirect evidence regarding the [Petitioner’s] use of the word or phrase in
advertising brochures, catalogs, newspaper ads, and articles in newspapers and trade
publications.” T.A.B. Sys., 37 USPQ2d at 1881. While the “activities claimed to
constitute analogous use must have substantial impact on the purchasing public,” id.
at 1882, that does not mean proof is required of “a fixed percentage, like 20%, much
less 51%, of the potential customers must have formed the required ‘prior public
identification.” Id. at 1883.

Thus, Petitioner may establish his priority by showing that he has used the
CAPTAIN CANNABIS mark in the United States in a manner analogous to
trademark use sufficient to create an association in the mind of the relevant
consumers between the mark and the goods, followed by actual trademark use of the
mark within a “commercially reasonable time.” Dyneer Corp., 37 USPQ2d at 1255.

1. Petitioner’s Pre-sales Activities

Petitioner testified that he “created a costumed superhero character and comic

book titled CAPTAIN CANNABIS” during the 1970s and obtained a Canadian
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copyright in 1977 for the “unpublished Literary and Artistic (comic book) titled

CAPTAIN CANNABIS.” Andrusiek Aff. § 2; Annex. 15 (11 TTABVUE 6). The cover

of the work appeared as follows:

CAPTAIN

11 TTABVUE 16.

Following registration of the copyright in Canada, Petitioner attended a trade
show of the National Association of Television Program Executives (NATPE) in New
Orleans in 1999. There, he promoted CAPTAIN CANNABIS by means of a
promotional flyer distributed at the trade show. Andrusiek Aff. 4 3; Annex. 17 (11
TTABVUE 6). According to the flyer distributed at the event, CAPTAIN CANNABIS
was the main character in an adult animated series that was “in development.”

Annex. 17 (11 TTABVUE 20):

Captain Cannabis

Cross your local super-hero with an aging rock and roll roadie and you get
Captain Cannabis. This adult animated senes following the exploits of Halburt
Lighter as he stumbles from one disaster to the next

Audience: Adult Packaging: Animated series - 26 x 1/2 hour
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Also in 1999, Petitioner registered the domain name <captaincannabis.com>. He
testified that he has “always been the registered owner.” Andrusiek Aff. 4§ 4 (11
TTABVUE 7). Petitioner operates a website at this address that displays the mark
“to promote and sell [Petitioner’'s] CAPTAIN CANNABIS products.” Id.

Petitioner testified that “on October 12, 2006, I printed 5000 copies of the first
CAPTAIN CANNABIS comic book in the series titled “420-001” with oKee.comX
(okee.com) publisher.” Andrusiek Aff. § 4 (11 TTABVUE 7). On rebuttal, Petitioner
testified that “[i]n 2006, I published a new issue of the Captain Cannabis comic series,
titled “420” (the “420/CAPTAIN CANNABIS” comic book).” Corrected Andrusiek
Rebuttal Decl. 9 18; Ex. 5 (39 TTABVUE 5).

The front cover of the comic book was included within Exhibit 5 to Petitioner’s
rebuttal testimony declaration. The words CAPTAIN CANNABIS do not appear on

the front cover of the comic book, 39 TTABVUE 27, which is depicted below:
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PREMIER *

CHAPTER O®I

ISSUE . ' s o

W .:k' ) H-.—l f. ‘_(A‘NE‘ '

In addition, within Exhibit 5 to Petitioner’s rebuttal declaration and included as
part of Annexure 22 to Petitioner’s main testimony affidavit, are copies of a page from

within the comic book and the back cover of the comic book. On the back cover appears
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a reference to “Captain Cannabis” as the main character of the story, and on the
inside page before the back cover, “Captain Cannabis” is referred to as the title of the
“precursor to ‘420 (i.e., the comic book copyrighted in 1977). The back cover at 11

TTABVUE 31 and the inside page before the back cover at 11 TTABVUE 30 follow.

e Back cover:
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His carear gat 8 boost with his first
paid job - cal painting on "Blawhard,”
a National Fim Board animatad

Verne can be found on the web &
waw. \VemeAndnu.com.

PREPARE TO BE AMAZED!
4

When an agng rackr+ol roadie happens acrss a neurcte ET with a stash of cosmic pot,
he finde himealf traneformad into Captan Cannabis - & reluctant "hero” who must leam
how to use his new suparhuman pawers ta stop a crazed gobal ake and their “maching of
death” from tuming Earth into the uitmate PRISON PLANET.

"420" IS A FRESH TAKE ON SCIH

Join vetaran enimatoe and comic book artst Verne Andru, gs he spins & @k thet wil
maka even the most gded conepiracy theonst blush. 30 yasrs n the malking, "420 moes
highbrow comedy end adverture with the rough and tumble sencitifties of the wrang
sid2 of the tracks. Down-and-out roadie Halburt "Hal™ Ligheer finds himeelf tossed into the
midcle of an exraterrestnal wrf wer over the planat Earth, where the antire future of the
humen speces & & stake. Hal and his secret desire Manon befmend the mesaianic alan
oKas, much ta the demay of the Vice Presidert. of the Unitad Statas who is workng n
calusion with The Supreme One - ed lord of ancther glien raca.

“420" HAS A UNIQUE VOICE, ONE THAT IS FRESH AND EXUBERANT
Whie prncpelly a soence fiction story, "420° successfully mixas up s gves Risa
hybrid of science fiction and dark comedy/drama. The story & fun and the charecters
&are great anawers Lo the dichés of the gerre, adwerturing n an inspired universe. More
importantly, Veme Andru has & truly angnal voice and the story 5 a unigue mix of soanoe
fiction, dark comedy and gritty resliem.

"420" IS A MULTHMEDIA EXTRAVAGANZA

“420" wee designed from the outset as a mutimedia expenance. Verme uses his vast
well of expenence in fim, print and the web to crat an entertainment axtravaganza that &
sacond4o-nane.

Witten as 3 festuredength fim, "420" unfolds over 13 cheptars. Sioryboands and book
draws detaded animaton Byouts that appesr fret as black end whita “webendes” jfaww
oKaz.com and www CaptanCannabis com]. Once gl a chepter's layouts sre polished, they
8re gven 3 cobur trestment then publshad in an llustratad book senes. When al 13 are
finaizad, so will the artwork to produce the "420" festuredength enimatad fim. Ths isthe
first time web, print and film ere seamiessly intagratad into ana of the most unigue mut-
meda expenancas aver creatad

WEBISODE VIEWING
www.oKee.com :: www.CaptainCannabis.com

\hn-nim-pﬂnb-hihh&uw

RION: N7 SOBST -0 VIE2XE, Verre: Arcies. Al rts mmerved No e, of the werk

o e 1 ary o o By ey e - e e
$ _k = grghe, dostrine, o
, ‘?//4 “ |I g :‘hq_lu“r::?"\-lz trewd e Wt
" J Frat groting - Cctaler 206
SIGNATURE SE (3uyrsIBBTTON Puliched and printaxd in the Dominon of Canada - MW
Cancaiion-S2U6A Bi0 P etsoner Tesmmony -

e Inside page:
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The book you're reading i part of a larger
| =tory that's been many years in the malking.
Raised during the 1360's and weaned

(B rmry own material. My firet original work,
and precursor to "420." wee & short.
black and white comic titded "Captsin
Cannabie " Truth be told, | crested
Captain Cennabis as a dark counter-
balanca to the goodywo-shoes Captain
Canuck character my "mentors” George
i/ Freeman and JeanClsude St. Aubin
were working on.

i\ Sensing | had etumibled onto something
good, | filled out the requisite forms,
and filed for & copyright. & few months
later | received & certificate from the
comyright affice for & lerary work titied

- ye& folks - "Captain Cannshbie " Unnoticad
by me &t the time - actually it held no
significance in populsr culure of the B0s
and 70s | wee sware of - wes the fact that the certificate i dated
Agril 20, 1877.

Todsy, of coursa, popular culture holde April 20 in particularly
high estesm. Apri is the dth maonth of the year making Aprd 20,
numericaly speaking, 420, Aprl 20 st 4:20 PM is known as the
time.” "national pot-smoking day,” “the holidey ™ "pot sppreciation
day,” “the ukimate session.” o "a day of tibute to the scena.”
While making no claim to originating the 420 term, my Captain
Cannabiz copyright cartificate is one of the oldest documentad
connections batween April 20 and cannabis that | sm awsre of
Theat reason alone made & & tide befitting the Captsin Cannabis
“origT” sty

It took another 20 yaars before | sat sbout to realiza a story
worthy of the charectar | had created. A wel know axom in
writers cindes holds that there ara no new stories, just tha
reteling of old. | was determined to ecour the earth to disprove
thie maxim. At the very least | wantad to find & story that hadn't
been toid in & long enough tme o at lesst be interesting. | spant
the better part of 5 yasrs ressarching evarything from history to
law to inguistics to music to politics to religion. The bibbography
exceated 275 books before | stoppad keeping track.

I'm pleased o e=y | believe I've sccomplished my objectve. =420°
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THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY

is the firet part of a story being told through a senes of feature
films. It folicws the trisle and tribulstions of the evolution of man
- not; the evolution of the physical shell we aquate with e=f, but
the evolution of our conssiousness that inhabits and snimates it
during its cosmic: purney.

Prior to 500 BCE, our forefathers viewed e and ther place
in it far differently from current Western culture. There wes
an understanding that matenal ifa was traneitory and the
“hoky grail” of “immortality” was attainsble given the proper
training and requisita preparation. Training was given through
& complex system af “miystery schools.” They maintzined &
tradition of esoteric knowledge that was passad from genaration
to generston. Thie important kght was al but exdinguished
the prectibonars snd burned, destroyed or spirited away the
written teschings and records. Some of the traditions have
been mantained in the Eastern schools of thought., partcularty
Panthessm, Sufism and esoteric Buddhism to which the Falon
Gong deime s ancesry.

The Ancients maintained there was only ONE - a singular
coneciousnass from which all alsa is both a part of and saparste
from. While ime end space sre maya [lusion], they prmvide &
mechanism for isolation and individuation from the DME. Some
echoole call thie DME “god,”™ while | prafer the less religiously
teinted, snd more descriptively sccurate, hande of "The Uiniversal
Coneciousness” [TUCL

Simiar to the way light dissipstes the further it is from its source,
ingtEnces of indriduated consciousness bacome incressingly
fragmented the further they “fall” from their "Edenistic” bliss of
commuricn with TUC. The levels of fregmentation are similar

to etrata that are eometimes refierred to in terms of “bodies.”
Wa are all famiiar with the physical body we inhabit on & deily
beasis and the atheric body we inhabit in our- dresm state bt sre
unzwere of our “meantal” body where our conecinusness

iz currently resident. These bodies are

eamilar to the Id, Ego and SuperEpo
coined in modarn psychology — Carl
Jung being particularly “esotenc” in
hie leaninge.

You can weuslize thees strats

by studying the following: "a

higher dimansnn sase all lower
eamuitaneousk and equally.” In
other worde, if you are putside &
fishbiowd you can see and describe
it in its totsliity Conversalg i you
are ingide & fishbowl [dimension] i
iz impoesible for you to ses and dascriba
what the fishbowl [dimension] looks like from the outside.
Softwere programmers, in order to creste tha ilusion of
3 dimensional worlds found in todey’s motion pictures
and video games, use & softwsre "enging” that is a

Cancellation-32064830-Peioner Tesimomy - 000083
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According to Petitioner, “[b]y 2006, internet retailer Amazon.com had become

established; Amazon.com listed my CAPTAIN CANNABIS 420 comic book (420-001)
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placing their first of many orders on September 18, 2006.” Andrusiek Aff. § 7 (11
TTABVUE 7). Petitioner submitted copies of two shipping orders, showing shipments
of four comic books to Amazon.com.kydec, Inc. in Lexington Kentucky; one is dated
September 18, 2006 and the other February 27, 2007. Andrusiek Aff. § 7; Annex. 24
(11 TTABVUE 35-36). Petitioner testified that sales through Amazon.com continued
until 2017. Andrusiek Aff. § 7 (11 TTABVUE 7).

Petitioner also submitted additional evidence of sales of the comic book. Petitioner
submitted shipping records for a sale of one comic book in the United States on
September 25, 2006, to a customer in Florida. Andrusiek Aff. § 8; Annexs. 25-6 at 37-
40 (11 TTABVUE 7). Petitioner submitted a copy of a statement from Jim McPherson
of Phantacea Publications, asserting that he has a copy of the comic book “dated
October 2006” that Petitioner “was selling at the time.” Annex. 39 (11 TTABVUE 79).
In March 2009, a “420-001 Book/DVD Bundle” was sold to a customer in Brooklyn,
New York. Andrusiek Aff. § 9; Annex. 26 (11 TTABVUE 42). That customer referred
to the goods as “Captain Cannabis (420) + DVD” in his handwritten order. Andrusiek
Aff. § 9; Annex. 26 (11 TTABVUE 44).

Petitioner also attests to having utilized social media platforms since 2010:

In 2010 I started moving CAPTAIN CANNABIS into
social media in a bigger way first on MySpace then
Facebook and others. Attached hereto and marked
Annexure 42 1s a November 17, 2016 screen shot I took
from my CAPTAIN CANNABIS Facebook page found
open to the public at HYPERLINK
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Captain-Cannabis/

131856846871529 www.facebook.com/pages/Captain-
Cannabis/131856846871529.

Andrusiek Aff. § 17; Annex. 42 (11 TTABVUE 85), which is displayed below:
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li Captain Cannabis Q Veme Home 20+

Page Messages Notitcations 8 Insights Publishing Toois Settings Help ~

THE ULTIMATE RIT
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Captain
Cannabis

Creale Page @llsemame

| Home

Abaut e Liked v Message v More v Contact Us #

Photos
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Videos
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Petitioner testified that on “October 12 and 13, 2013 I attended the APE
(Alternate Press Expo) comic convention in San Francisco where I sold copies of my
CAPTAIN CANNABIS 420 comic books.” Andrusiek Aff. § 15 (11 TTABVUE 9). Jim
McPherson confirms that Petitioner and he “shared the Phantacea table at the APE
(Alternative Press Expo) convention” and that Petitioner sold copies of the comic
books at the convention. 11 TTABVUE 79. “I also told potential customers looking for
creator signatures or to discuss the Captain Cannabis character with him when he
would be back.” Id., Exhibit 39. Information as to the number of attendees and
number of copies of the comic books that may have been sold at the convention was
not provided.

2. Have Petitioner’s Pre-sales Activities Created the
Necessary Association in the Mind of the Relevant Consumer?

As noted, a petitioner’s claim of priority based on “analogous use” can succeed only

where the analogous use is of “such a nature and extent as to create public

25



Cancellation No. 92064830

1dentification of the target term with the [petitioner’s] product or service.” T.A.B. Sys.,
37 USPQ2d at 1882. Petitioner contends that he is well-known within the college and
university market, as well as with general comic book enthusiasts. “Over the years,
magazines, radio stations and podcasts have repeatedly featured me in articles and
interviews as the creator of CAPTAIN CANNABIS and my 420 comic book as a
CAPTAIN CANNABIS comic book.” Andrusiek Aff. § 9 (11 TTABVUE 7). In support,
Petitioner testified about the following media attention garnered by Petitioner before

2014:
e February, 2007: Florida podcaster known as “Q’s House” interviewed
Petitioner; the resulting interview was broadcast into Florida over the
Internet. An announcement of the interview appeared at

http://qshouse.slackertown.com/?m=20070227&cat=4, wherein Petitioner
was described as “the George Lucas of the comic world”:?

9 Andrusiek Aff. § 9; Annex. 28 (11 TTABVUE 50).
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Front Door Living Room Podcasts

February 2007
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

Events

tch Hyman & Verne Andru
Tuesday, February 27th, 2007

e talk to Comic
Hyman zbout one
comics, Bubba The R

rusician 8
creator of the|
brand new
cornic 420 -
il verne Andry
about
developing
Captain
Canibus fo
book,
webisode,
and moviel
| He is thefg
) George Lucas
of the comic
world,

e February 2007: High Times Magazine published a short article about
Petitioner, depicted below.10 Petitioner states that he “understand[s] their
monthly circulation is around 236,000.”

10 Andrusiek Aff. § 10; Annex. 26 (11 TTABVUE 8, 52).
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Mt Lighter
udhiu(h;

upu
Cannabis

You thunk vou're smakin’ the
good stutl? You re ready 10
take that Sour Dheset and go
head1o-head
with the best of
‘e ? Well, what-
EveEr strain you ve
got that' s
burmsng & hole ir
your stashbag Is
nathing compared tn
the joan! that the space
aliens i=d on Hal Lighter
“the bud-bogarting roadie who stars in
the new canra-comic entitied simply,
42 Alter a chance mastingwith an ETT
{Extra-Terrestnial Toker) Hal samples some
casmic pot and, 10 Gnd behald, transtorms into
Coptain Cannabis, 8 smokin® superhera whose
mitsien is 10 stop 2 craxed global olite and thair
machina of death from turning Earth into the ol
mate PRISUN FLANET
Vatncoune B C -Lased arts] Yerns Andru envl-
sions <20 as more than just 4 cemic book, In fagh, he's
workinag (o turn the series ime o full-ength ammated
film Comie snd cannahis connoresuurs alie
shoold wisit CaptainCannabis.cor for atll

the details

May 21, 2007: Radio Station CJSF’s “The Interview Show” broadcast an
interview with Petitioner; copy of the promotion “they distributed for that
show citing me ‘creator of CAPTAIN CANNABIS’ [that] I saved from

http://www.cjsf.ca/index.php” is depicted below:11

11 Andrusiek Aff. § 11; Annex. 30 (11 TTABVUE 8, 54).
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e June 2011: Culture Magazine interviewed Petitioner, which “resulted in a
cover-story article and interview of [Petitioner] discussing CAPTAIN
CANNABIS.”12 The article credits Petitioner for being the creator and

12 Andrusiek Aff. § 12; Annex. 33 (11 TTABVUE 8, 58-60).
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writer of CAPTAIN CANNABIS. Petitioner states, “I understand they have

500,000 monthly circulation.”

m he calls "herb”When Hal smokes

to the rescue!
BY JASEN T. DAVIS

& A REAL

& HERO

Holy smoke! It's Captain Cannabis

36 cuLme « junEz0T

he Captain Cannabis
online comicis a
series of 13 webi-
sodes presenting the
adventures of Halburt

Lighter, ak.a. Captain

Cannabis. Equal parts cynical
comefly, life-affirming realism
and superhercic fantasy, this
mind-altering animated comic
delivers an enlightening jokt of
THC-infused sodal commentary.

Verne Andru is the creator
and writer of Captain Cannabis.
His previous experience includes
working on the legendary cule
classic Rock & Rule, one of the
many heavy metal-infused
animated films that were so
prevalent during the '70s and
early "B0s. Since then, he's
worked with ghts such

it, he is able to manifest what
he thinks about in real life. 'm
eventually going to combine all
of the webisodes into a feature
film I'm going to call 420

He reminds me

of DC's Green
Lantem, with an
emphasis on the
green, only he

can control reality.
Isn't the alien also
a main character?
Iwanted Captain
Cannabis to look very
professional, so | had to splitthe
project into pieces to keep down
costs. The next part of the serfies’
will deal with Okee’s backstory,

Captain Cannabis has some
deep, occult roots. I've
noticed a lot of references to
Buddhism, Hinduism, Gnostic
philosophy and Tibetan
mysticism.
‘fes, the point is that we are a
spiritual consciousness stuck
in a physical body. Right now,
many people just want things for
themselves and don't.careabout
anyone else. When you get into
the higher realms of spiritualism
there is a point where you have
to ask, "What is the real truth?”
Okee and Hal ask this question.
Okee is meant to illustrate the
struggle our consciousness [faces]
1o rise above the material word.

as Hannah-Barbara, Disney and
Industrizl Light & Magic.

Andru was able to step away
from his magnum opus long
enough to share a few words
with CULTURE about life, the
universe and Captain Cannabis.

How would you describe
Captain Cannabis to some of
our readers who might not
have heard of your art?

This is the story of a down-
and-out roadie named Halburt
Lighter. Through a series of mis-
adventures, he and his girlfriend
end up in Vancouver, where a
spacecraft shows up to help
Earth. Okee, the alien on the
spacecraft, has a magical plant

i the inherit weak-
ness of man and keeps falling into
matter. That's our struggle.
Halburt Lighter,aka
Captain Cannabis, is going
through the illumination phase
of becoming enlightened. In
the first comic, he's just a basic
guy wha doesn't think beyond
his next joint or beer. He goes
through a spiritual awakening by
smoking pot.

How does Captain Can-
nabis reflect your personal
beliefs about the subject

of medical marijuana and
the legalization movement?
Why is something so useful
still ilegal?

One thing people don't under-

stand is that hemp, the parent
plant of marijuana, is the reason
that Western culture exits in
North America. The first industry
in the colonies was building
ships, which needed hemp for
rope. Because it expanded and
became financially viable, this
allowed Europeans to come
overand invest in America. Back
then, hemp and marijuana grew
everywhere. It actually required
a lot of work to eradicate.

Why is itillegal? Money. You
can grow cannabis anywhere,
Because of that, you have a
product that is uncontrollable.
Well, why do we have laws? To
control us. The question is; what
jurisdiction does the DEA have?
It's under the control of the RS,
not the FDA. i has nothing to do
withfood .. it's about money.

Although there is no record evidence of the size of the comic book market or
number of marijuana consumers in the United States at the time, both parties seem

to be directing their marks to these same niche communities.!? The evidence attached

13 Although marijuana remains a controlled substance at the federal level, see, e.g., In re
Stanley Bros. Soc. Enter., LLC, 2020 USPQ2d 10658 (TTAB 2020), its possession and
recreational use has been legalized recently by a number of states. However, at the time that
Petitioner engaged in his pre-sales activities, the possession and recreational use of
marijuana was not only federally prohibited, but illegal under most state laws. A study by an
expert panel of the Department of Commerce’s National Highway Safety Administration
(https://[www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/expert_dwi_panel.pdf, last accessed
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to Petitioner’s affidavit suggests that Petitioner’s CAPTAIN CANNABIS mark is
reasonably well-known within these communities, even if the numbers are not large
in absolute terms, and was reasonably well-known prior to Respondent’s priority
date. By that date, Petitioner’s mark had received regional and national attention in
niche publications and media, and Petitioner had promoted its mark on a national
level, including through trade shows, social media, and the Internet. We find that the
evidence considered in its entirety establishes that Petitioner garnered sufficient
notoriety from his pre-sales activities to support a finding that his analogous use “is
of such a nature and extent as to create public identification of the target term with
the [petitioner’s] product.” T.A.B. Sys., 37 USPQ2d at 1882.

D. Did Petitioner use the mark CAPTAIN CANNABIS on comic
books in the United States within a reasonable time?

The second prong of the test for finding analogous use sufficient to support priority
requires that the analogous use be followed up within a reasonable time frame by
actual trademark use. To show that he used the CAPTAIN CANNABIS mark within
a commercially reasonable period of time following his use analogous to trademark
use, Petitioner filed evidence of such technical trademark use from 2016 and 2017.
Petitioner took a screenshot of his YouTube channel, and attests:

On February 25 2007 I started posting the instalments [sic]

of my “CAPTAIN CANNABIS in 420” story on my Youtube
channel, HYPERLINK “http://www.Youtube.com/

on August 31, 2022) stated that in 2016 four states and the District of Columbia had legalized
marijuana for recreational use. From this we can reasonably infer that marijuana was not
widely consumed legally at the time that Petitioner was promoting “Captain Cannabis” and
that the “market” for marijuana-related goods and services was probably relatively small,
and surely smaller than it is today.
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verneandru” www.Youtube.com/verneandru, and have
posted updates as they are available. Attached hereto and
marked Annexure 41 1s a screen-shot I saved November 6,
2016 of my Youtube channel displaying the completed
“CAPTAIN CANNABIS in 420” story.

Andrusiek Aff. § 16; Annex. 41 (11 TTABVUE 9, 83). That screenshot
appears below:

You )

CAPTAIN CANNABIS IN
“420"

PROOF OF CONCEPT BUILD
VERSION L.B
04052011

WWW.CAPTAINCANNABIS.COM
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Captain Cannabis in 420 [Bulld 1.b HD)

st At vy

- Q -
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Vi zted on ey Ry |
LR 1P 1 A
- » o ' }
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The text under the caption titled “Published on Sep 22, 2014” (pointing arrow
added to show placement) reads: “Complete animatic of the first [and a bit] storyboard
build from the original Captain Cannabis 420 script. This is a rough sketch of the
film used to make the story and editing decisions that went into the script rewrite.”
11 TTABVUE 83.

On May 1, 2017, Petitioner took a screenshot of his website that he testified
displays a copy of the cover of Petitioner’s movie script. Andrusiek Aff. Y4; Annex. 19

(11 TTABVUE 7, 24):
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Under Notice of Reliance, Petitioner submitted the following:
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1. Amazon “Author Page” listing for Petitioner dated
12/16/2017 (www.amazon.com/author/verne). 12 TTABVUE 10-11:

12/1672017 ‘Amazon.com: Verne Andru: Books, Biography, Blog, Audiobooks, Kindle

Books ¥
EN Hello, Verne 0
epartments ~ Browsing History »  Veme's Amazon.com ~ | Account & rd Try Pr

Books  Advanced Search  NewReleases NEW!Amazon Charts  BestSellers & More  The New York Times® Best Sellers  Children's Books  Textbooks.

Verne Andru

THE ART OF

Veeyz

$16.95

Comic Kindle Edition
Are You an Author?
Help us improve our Author Pages by updating  Author Upd ates
¥ raphy and submiting  new o
current image and biography. ’
K S i

Books by Verne Andru

Showing 9 Results Books : Advanced Search Sort by Featured

All Formats Kindle Edition Paperback

& CAPTAIN Captain Cannabis: 40th Anniversary apr 20,2017
~- CANNABIS by Andru Verne
ST Paperback
$840
FREE Shipping on eligible orders

More Buying Choices
$7.14 (13 used & new offers)
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2. IMDb’s (Internet Movie Database) “Verne Andru” page

12

December 16, 2017 (www.imdb.com/name/nm3252989).
TTABVUE 14:
Find Movies, TV shows, Celebrities and more... All

.......

Verne Andru

Animation Department | Director | Wnter

View Resume | Official Photos »

Verne grew up during the dawn of the television era where
the wacky worlds of Beatlemania and Bugs Bunny collided
with his all too impressionable psyche. Driven to dabble in
music and art, it wasn't until he met the crew from Captain
Canuck Comics at a high school career day that he found his
calling. Pouncing on the opportunity, he dropped by ...

See full bio »

More at IMDbPro »
AL Represent Verne Andru? Add contact information

CARTAIN

Captain Cannabis
Director

Rock & Rule
Animation Department
(1983)

=WING=

coN\N\A ND&Q

(-—-q!

cCoOMP

LETE GEAFIES

Wing Commander Acade..
Art Department
(1996)

Mutant League
Animation Department
(1934)
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3. “Captain Cannabis Celebrates its 40th Anniversary”
August 15, 2017 Culture Magazine (U.S.) article by David
Edmundson (http://ireadculture.com/captain-cannabis-

celebrates-its-40th-anniversary/). 12 TTABVUE 8:

http://ireadculture.com/captain-cannabis-celebrates-its-40th-anniversary/

LATEST FROM CULTURE 11, 2017 - Celebrating Snow Sports With Cannabis

ADNERTISE SUBSCRIPTION CAREERS CONTACT CART

culture

# COVER | NEWS | DEPARTMENTS | FEATURES | REVIEWS | VIDEOS | FLIPBODK | CONTESTS | MERCH

Captain Cannabis Celebrates its 40th
Anniversary

by David Edmundson | August 15,2017

| g T Cannabis in mainstream entertainment may be relatively standard today, but not long
A ("llp l "‘lln ago it was relegated to back rooms as part of the counter culture
- ~ 5 t .
. CANNABIS
b b \ HRARY

From that bygone era sprung the comic book Captain Cannabis, which is currently
celebrating the 40th anniversary of its first issue, titled “Roll Me Another One.” The
book follows the whacky adventures of Hal Lighter, a hero tasked with protecting
Earth amidst an extradimensional war, while trying to protect the love of his life,

Marion Janes.

Lighter uses intergalactic weed to transform inta the titular Captain Cannabis, Sure it
sounds weird, but a lot of comic book powers come from strange places. Shazam, whao
is an adult aged superherao, got his powers because as a young boy he took a magical
subway to a throne room, where a wizened wizard bestowed onto him, not only
extraordinary powers, but the ability to go back-and-forth from adult to child when he

transforms.

The comic is billed as being "about as far from palitically correct as you can get.” And

it definitely lives up to that moniker. Comic Cook Code be damned, you won't find

adventures like this at Marvel ar DC, The first issue of the comic, created by Verne

Andru, is being reissued with updated artwork to celebrate the milestone.

The parallels between Captain Cannabis and the Green Lantern are too numercous to be a coincidence. Both herges derive their
powers from a mystical source, both play large reles in intergalactic conflicts they never imagined pessible and both are motivated
by their sense of right and desire to protect the one they love. Readers can only hope that Lighter is better at protecting his beloved,
and that she doesn't share the same fate as Green Lantern’s (Kyle Rayner) girlfriend Alexandra DeWitt, who was “fridged.” Mo that's
not a typo, and DC Comics would love to pretend it didn't happen. Thankfully though, the internet exists and you can read all about

it here.

You can pick up the 40th anniversary callectar's edition of Captain Cannabis at CaptainCannabis.com.
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Petitioner’s testimony and documentary evidence demonstrate that he has been
selling the “420” comic book that included the CAPTAIN CANNABIS character
continuously since 2006 to the present, including during 2013-14, and that by 2017,
Petitioner sold comic books under the mark CAPTAIN CANNABIS. We find
Petitioner’s actual trademark use in 2017 to be within a commercially reasonable
period of time following his analogous use in 2013-14 so as to create a “continuing
association of the mark” with Petitioner’s goods. Dyneer Corp., 37 USPQ2d at 1256.
VI. Conclusion

When viewed as a whole, we find the evidence introduced by Petitioner sufficient
to establish that Petitioner used his mark prior to April 2, 2014, first in a manner
analogous to actual trademark use, then as an actual trademark.

[W]hether a particular piece of evidence by itself
establishes prior use is not necessarily dispositive as to
whether a party has established prior use by a
preponderance. Rather, one should look at the evidence as

a whole, as if each piece of evidence were part of a puzzle
which, when fitted together, establishes prior use.

W. Fla. Seafood, 31 USPQ2d at 1663. When all of the testimony and documentary
evidence 1s considered together, it establishes that Petitioner used the mark
CAPTAIN CANNABIS in connection with comic books in a manner analogous to
trademark use prior to the April 2, 2014 filing date of Respondent’s underlying
application, and followed that use by actual trademark use within a commercially
reasonable time. Accordingly, Petitioner has shown his priority of use based on his
analogous use pre-2014 and his actual trademark use post-2014, and because

Respondent has conceded that there is a likelihood of confusion resulting from the
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simultaneous use of CAPTAIN CANNABIS in connection with the parties’ goods, we
find that Petitioner has established its Section 2(d) by a preponderance of the
evidence.

Decision: The petition to cancel Respondent’s registration for the mark
CAPTAIN CANNABIS is granted under Trademark Act Section 2(d) and Registration

No. 4782920 will be cancelled in due course.14

14 In view thereof, we need not and do not reach Petitioner’s other pleaded claims. See TiVo
Brands LLC v. Tivoli, LLC, 129 USPQ2d 1097, 1098 (TTAB 2018) (where judgment entered
on dilution claim, merits of section 2(d) claim not reached); Am. Paging Inc. v. Am.
Mobilphone Inc., 13 USPQ2d 2036, 2039-2040 (TTAB 1989), aff'd without opinion, 17
USPQ2d 1726 (Fed. Cir. 1990) (“Having determined that petitioner is entitled to the relief it
seeks based upon its claim pursuant to Section 2(d) of the Lanham Act, we need not address
petitioner's claim that registrant has abandoned its rights in the mark AMERICAN
MOBILPHONE PAGING and design.”).
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USPTO AFFIRMS CAPTAIN CANNABIS TRADEMARK ...

Lewis Davidson sent the following email (part of the trial record) to Verne Andru after registering the
CAPTAIN CANNABIS trademark with the USPTO. According to the TTAB ruling of September 6, 2022, he
was legally required to advise the trademark office of Mr. Andru’s competing claim, which he did not.

From: Captain Cannabis <thecaptaincannabisshow(@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Jul 17,2016 at 11:18 AM

Subject: Captain Cannabis Trademark

To: verneandru@gmail.com

Hello Verne,

a few years ago you stated that you own the Copyright for “captain cannabis” and you didn’t want anyone else using that name, and
that you didn’t want to waste time and money on lawyers and simply wanted me to stop.

I spent a year and an insane amount of money doing just that.

I recently defeated a former WWE wrestler who was using the name. One of the oldest and most respected US based Cannabis law
Firms took my case. The case was cut and dry- easy, NO Trademark, no goods, products or services to be sold without a licensing
deal through my company.

We could have easily ruined him, but simply let him live by having him sign a cease and desist order and immediately discontinue
all use of the registered mark.

Well you own the copyright for a “comic book” called Captain Cannabis, but I actually spent a lot of money with lawyers and now
I own the actual Trademark.

I know you have spent a lot of time and money on your project and I am not a dream crusher, so I invite you to license the use of
the name which I have exclusive rights to, and this way we make money together.

I have been five for five in having infringing facebook and youtube pages deleted, but some people were smart enough to work with
me, and joined my pages to help promote.

I am seeking a percentage split for the granting of the rights to use the name on T-shirts, Comic Books, and even the cartoon movie.

Please let me know if you want to put products out and we both win, or simply have all of your stuff deleted because you don’t own
the Trademarks necessary to legally sell your products.

You see anyone can claim to be Captain Cannabis, but it was me, based on your threat that motivated me to actually buy the rights
to the name with a registered Trademark.

Please be smart and work with me so I don’t have to have your YouTube page deleted, your Facebook page deleted and a cease and
desist order sent to your hosting company and to your residence warning you from attempting to monetize something you don’t
have the rights to.

You won’t need to send any money, we will actually work together to market and promote, you get creative rights and we both win.

I am not a bad person but came up with the name on my own and have done 20 plus years of advocacy and put my money where
my mouth is and invested in all the legal protections necessary to protect and profit from the name.

I am giving you three days to make your decision.

regards,

Captain Cannabis

Freedom Fighter
www.TheCaptainCannabisShow.com
Radio Show Videos




USPTO AFFIRMS CAPTAIN CANNABIS TRADEMARK ...

Lewis Davidson sent this Instagram post, visible and ‘liked’ by others, in a message to Verne Andru on July

13, 2022 saying he was waiting ‘a ruling denying Mr. Andrus’ [sic] cancellation action’ after which he

threatens to sue. 55 days later the TTAB

did exactly the opposite when it granted Verne Andru’s petition and

s trademark.

cancelled Davidson
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An award-winning designer, Verne Andru is best
known for his illustration, animation and directing work with
some of the best including Captain Canuck, Universal, Ikea,
and Nelvana’s animated cult-classic Rock & Rule.

Born in Vancouver, Canada during 1955, Verne

dabbled in music and art but it wasn’t until he met the crew

\

from Captain Canuck Comics at a high school career day that

he found his calling. His film career took off with his first job painting animation cels on Blowhard, a National
Film Board short, followed by animation assignments on Hanna Barbera’s Godzilla Power Hour and Jana of
the Jungle Saturday-morning cartoon lineup.

Staying true to print, Verne was editor on two issues of “The Canadian Graphic Collector” in addition
to his writing and illustration contributions. Comic work includes Phantacea, Captain Canuck, MARVEL and
Charleton Comics. In addition to teaching comic book production and animation at the prestigious Vancouver
Film School, Verne created the “Simply Accounting” name, designed Pigtronix’s flagship musical effects pedal
and launched both into successful brands.

Driven to draw, Verne is working on new editions of the Captain Cannabis series he created in the
nineteen-seventies. A unique mix of science fiction, dark comedy and gritty realism, it’s a fun story with great
characters adventuring in an inspired universe told in a truly original voice.

Verne creates best in Vancouver, enjoying life with family and music.

Website: www.VerneAndru.com

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm3252989/

Amazon Author: www.amazon.com/author/verne

Goodreads: www.goodreads.com/author/show/16875456.Verne_Andru
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Canadian believed to be the
creator of the first cannabis
superhero, Captain Cannabis

The defender of peace, love and the marijuana way was created
by illustrator Verne Andru in 1975

Q000

David Yasvinski
Sep 30, 2020 + September 30, 2020 + 3 minute read

™y T

“Captain Cannabis is the first superhero dedicated to peace, love and understanding,” Andru said.
"He is the superhero that we all have inside of us. He's a stoner created in the spirit of
underground comics.” PHOTO BY CAPTAIN CANNABIS

Captain Cannabis is back on the scene, finally freed from the villainous forces
of prohibition that sent the hero into hiding decades ago.
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The defender of peace, love and the marijuana wav was created by Canadian
illustrator Verne Andru in 1975 and is believed to be the first cannabis inspired
caped-crusader. “To the best of mv knowledge, ves,” Andru said of the
distinction, according to Benzinga. “The government’s copvright certificate is
dated 4/20/1977, making it the first link between superheroes, comics and the
420 world.”

Living through harsh Manitoba winters in the early 1970s without much to do
but consume the American culture that was pouring across the border, Andru
said Captain Cannabis’ origin storv began with a visit to a small store
specializing in stoner culture. “When I was a kid, I didn’t buy into the
mainstream superhero comics,” he said. “It seemed to me that these stories
were narrow and glorified violence.

“My view on comics changed when I saw a pile of underground comics in a
headshop in the early ‘70s.”

The artist has re-released the first two issues of Captain Cannabis — titled Roll me another cne
and Rell me another one just like the other one. PHOTO BY FACEBOOK

At the same time the counterculture movement was pushing Canada to
consider decriminalizing marijuana, Andru was putting the finishing touches
on the first issue of Captain Cannabis — the storv of a loveable earth-dwelling
bum that becomes the planet’s saviour, thanks to an assist from an
intergalactic strain of weed.

“Captain Cannabis is the first superhero dedicated to peace, love and
understanding,” Andru said. “He is the superhero that we all have inside of us.
He's a stoner created in the spirit of underground comics.”
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His creation was immediatelv embraced, Andru said. “Everyone instantly loved
him and his future seemed assured,” he said. “We had a receptive audience and
a distribution network in the headshops.”

But Andru did not anticipate the forces of evil working against his hero, and
U.S. threats to close down the border forced Canada to shelf its progressive
plans for pot. President Reagan’s ensuing war on drugs, and the climate it
created, would deal the Captain a fatal blow after just two issues.

Today’s vastly different environment has allowed Andru’s hero to emerge from
the shadows and continue the fight against intolerance, gratuitous violence
and bad people in general. Legalization has also made it possible for Andru to
attend comic book conventions and showcase his work to new generations of
fans.

“There I can see how people’s faces light up when they get their first Captain
Cannabis,” he said. “There was a resounding change. Now I have people super
excited about my work lining up at my stands and... they even ask for selfies!”

The artist has re-released the first two issues of Captain Cannabis — titled Rol/
me another one and Roll me another one just like the other one — and has
written a script for a movie that will hopefully make it to the screen one day,
when the world is ready for it.

The adventure is just beginning, Andru said. “I've lived so long with these
characters that thev tend to write themselves, so [ have manv more stories to
tell.”
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