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	 Date:	 February 14, 2022

	Contact:	 Verne Andru - 420@CaptainCannabis.com / Contact@oKee.com

CAPTAIN CANNABIS NO. 3 YOYO TAKES OFF

VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA: Captain Cannabis creator Verne Andru released No. 3, the latest in the comic 

book series, and companion 420 YOYO with guest appearances at FanExpo Vancouver running February 19th 

to the 20th, 2022 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

	 “I’m going ultra low-tech with this,” quips Andru, best known for his work on the animated cult-classic 

Rock & Rule. “Comic books and yoyos are a timeless way to have fun. With all the virus-related isolation and 

super-invasive technology this is a great way to up-plug and get back to simpler times,” he adds.

 - more -

“Captain Cannabis No. 3 YOYO Edition”
Series: Captain Cannabis

Publisher: oKee.comX, February, 2022
Language: English, written and illustrated by Verne Andru

Paperback, 32 pages, retail price $9.40
Book ISBN 978-0-9738851-9-4 - Digital ISBN 978-1-9994783-0-8

	 Captain Cannabis, the world’s first sensi-super, is manifested by lead character Hal Lighter by puffing 

an intragalactic joint that escaped the 1947 Roswell UFO crash. Book No. 3, titled YOYO, finds him frantically 

searching for the missing blunt after recovering from his near-death experience following his first hit.

	 Like the others in the series, No. 3 is offered in paperback and digital formats. Printed close to their des-

tinations, globally available POD (Print On Demand) books are eco-friendly. For trade-shows and direct sales 

Verne hand-makes traditional comic books with his in-house facilities.

	 The move to digital has had a defining effect on the way comic books are made. Verne explains, “I used 

to design for the page-spread; physical book readers see two pages together before focusing on the panels so I 

could be really creative in carving up the visual space with irregular shapes. With digital’s rectangular screens, 

random shapes don’t work well anymore. The good news is Amazon’s Kindle now has a panel-to-panel feature 

making ebooks display like a movie for a more immersive experience.”

press RELEASE

RELEASE date: Valentines Day 2022 



	 “The 420 YOYO evolved as part of the story creation process,” Verne details. “Words and pictures on 

paper can be abstract; holding and playing with something makes it real and takes readers to the next level.”

CAPTAIN CANNABIS NO. 3 YOYO TAKES OFF continued...

“Captain Cannabis 420 YOYO”
Brand: Captain Cannabis

Maker: oKee.comX, February, 2022
Language: English, designed and written by Verne Andru

Wooden Ball YOYO, 4 page User’s Guide, retail price $19.95
UPC 767531521588 - ASIN B09HQ6L916

To prevent counterfeits, Amazon issues a unique Transparency code for each unit ensuring 
only legitimate product passes through their systems. Customers can check the product’s 

pedigree with the Transparency app to scan and verify the code.

	 Fulfilled by Amazon, the Captain Cannabis® 420 YOYO gets super-special treatment through their 

Transparency program. Designed to prevent counterfeits, Amazon issues a unique Transparency code for each 

unit ensuring only legitimate product passes through their systems. Customers can check the product’s pedigree 

with the Transparency app to scan and verify the code.

	 Verne continues, “Being victim of brand fraud I was very interested when Amazon asked me to join 

their Transparency program. The advantages are huge but it does complicate package design. Since each YOYO 

has a unique Transparency code on their package, the container is no longer a disposable wrapper, so I ran with 

it and designed the packaging to be collectible in its own right.”

	 Published by oKee.comX, the Captain Cannabis No. 3 comic book and Captain Cannabis 420 YOYO 

are available now through www.CaptainCannabis.com.

	 For more information:

		  www.CaptainCannabis.com
		  www.facebook.com/pages/captaincann
		  www.oKee.com
		  www.VerneAndru.com
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What is Transparency on Amazon?

	 Transparency is a product serialization service that helps identify individual units to proactively prevent 

counterfeits from reaching customers.

	 Whether fulfilled by Amazon or shipped directly by selling partners, Amazon scans each individual 

Transparency-enabled code to ensure that only authentic products are shipped.

Transparency app empowers customers and builds trust.

	 Customers can authenticate any Transparency-enabled product, regardless of where they purchased it.

	 The Transparency app lets customers scan Transparency codes on products. Upon scanning, the app will 

show a green check mark if the code is valid and a red X if not.

	 Customers can also access unit-level product details, including manufacturing date, manufacturing 

place, and enhanced product information.

	 The Transparency app allows customers to:

·	 Scan the Transparency code

·	 Authenticate the product

·	 View unit level information

	 The Transparency app is available for iOS or Android:

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/transparency/id1151746202?mt=8

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.amazon.aba.application&hl=en_US

	 For more information visit:

 https://brandservices.amazon.com/transparency

Fact Sheet
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What is it? – Third in Verne Andru’s on-going Captain Cannabis® comic book series.

ISBN? Paperback 978-0-9738851-9-4 - Digital 978-1-9994783-0-8

Why is it important? – No. 3 bridges the story introducing Captain Cannabis, the first cannabis superhero, in 

issues No. 1 and No. 2 with the later part of the story in Verne’s 420 comic and Ultimate Hit feature.

Who is Verne? – Captain Cannabis creator is Canadian born Verne Andru. He began his comic book career 

during the nineteen-seventies as an artist on Canada’s Captain Canuck comic books. During that time he wrote 

and illustrated the first 2 Captain Cannabis comic books, now reissued in 40th Anniversary editions. During his 

career he’s done comic work for Charlton, Phantacea and MARVEL as well as animated feature films including 

the cult classic, “Rock & Rule.”

What’s inside? – No. 3 contains 24 new Captain Cannabis pages with Verne on story and art and an 8-page 

stoner-friendly 420 YOYO Player’s Guide.

What is No. 3 about? – “YOYO” picks up the story from the second issue as Hal recovers from his cosmic-

pot-induced near-death-experience. He frantically searches for the rest of that joint but he’s not alone; agent 

Ralph Bukster is also on the case to retrieve the cosmic pot, part of a stash of intragalactic weed from the ‘47 

Roswell crash.

Genre – Squarely in the fantasy camp, Captain Cannabis is a rich blend of dark comedy and gritty realism 

artfully wrapped with a superhero cloak.

Statement – Captain Cannabis is about making the world a better place.

Audience Rating – Mature.

Concept – Epic fantasy series.

Pricing – $9.40

Availability – www.CaptainCannabis.com.

CAPTAIN CANNABIS® NO. 3 - YOYO

Fact Sheet
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What is it? – Captain Cannabis® 420 YOYO.

Why is it important? – Companion to Captain Cannabis® No. 3 comic book (ISBN: 978-0-9738851-9-4) 

Statement – It’s 4:20 and you’re totally baked. Now what? Time to break out your Captain Cannabis 420 

YOYO and start chilling!

Audience Rating – Mature.

What is included? – 1 x 420 YOYO, 1 x Fixed String (attached) and 1 x Slip String, 4 page stoner-friendly 

User’s Guide, Collectible Pillow Box. 

Material? Eco-friendly laser-engraved wooden ball YOYO with 2 cotton strings.

Size? 2” (55mm) x 1.25” (34mm)

Pricing? $19.95.

Availability? www.CaptainCannabis.com

UPC 767531521588 - ASIN B09HQ6L916

CAPTAIN CANNABIS®  420 YOYO

Fact Sheet





Each Captain Cannabis® 420 YOYO package has a unique Transparency Code on the back 
ensuring authenticity. The handsome pillow box is a collectable stash for the 420 YOYO and 

related substances. Folds flat for easy storage when not in use.
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	 An award-winning designer, Verne Andru is best 

known for his illustration, animation and directing work with 

some of the best including Captain Canuck, Universal, Ikea, 

and Nelvana’s animated cult-classic Rock & Rule.

	 Born in Vancouver, Canada during 1955, Verne 

dabbled in music and art but it wasn’t until he met the crew 

from Captain Canuck Comics at a high school career day that 

he found his calling. His film career took off with his first job painting animation cels on Blowhard, a National 

Film Board short, followed by animation assignments on Hanna Barbera’s Godzilla Power Hour and Jana of 

the Jungle Saturday-morning cartoon lineup.

	 Staying true to print, Verne was editor on two issues of “The Canadian Graphic Collector” in addition 

to his writing and illustration contributions. Comic work includes Phantacea, Captain Canuck, MARVEL and 

Charleton Comics. In addition to teaching comic book production and animation at the prestigious Vancouver 

Film School, Verne created the “Simply Accounting” name, designed Pigtronix’s flagship musical effects pedal 

and launched both into successful brands.

	 Driven to draw, Verne is working on new editions of the Captain Cannabis series he created in the 

nineteen-seventies. A unique mix of science fiction, dark comedy and gritty realism, it’s a fun story with great 

characters adventuring in an inspired universe told in a truly original voice.

	 Verne creates best in Vancouver, enjoying life with family and music.

Website: www.VerneAndru.com

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm3252989/

Amazon Author: www.amazon.com/author/verne

Goodreads: www.goodreads.com/author/show/16875456.Verne_Andru

Biography
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Captain Cannabis in 420 No. 1: Book ISBN 0973883707, Digital ePub ASIN B09HZD965V
Contact: 420@CaptainCannabis.com
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The GrowthOp - Canadian believed to be the creator of the first cannabis superhero, Captain Cannabis / 1 of 3
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The GrowthOp - Canadian believed to be the creator of the first cannabis superhero, Captain Cannabis / 2 of 3
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Canadian Evergreen - Introducing Captain Cannabis, the 1st cannabis superhero / 1 of 5
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Canadian Evergreen - Introducing Captain Cannabis, the 1st cannabis superhero / 3 of 5



Canadian Evergreen - Introducing Captain Cannabis, the 1st cannabis superhero / 4 of 5
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The Cannigma - Captain Cannabis is enjoying a renaissance thanks to legalization / 1 of 3
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The Cannigma - Captain Cannabis is enjoying a renaissance thanks to legalization / 2 of 3
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Captain Cannabis Celebrates its 40th
Anniversary
by David Edmundson | August 15, 2017

Cannabis in mainstream entertainment may be relatively standard today, but not long

ago it was relegated to back rooms as part of the counter culture.

From that bygone era sprung the comic book Captain Cannabis, which is currently

celebrating the 40th anniversary of its first issue, titled “Roll Me Another One.”  The

book follows the whacky adventures of Hal Lighter, a hero tasked with protecting

Earth amidst an extradimensional war, while trying to protect the love of his life,

Marion Jones.

Lighter uses intergalactic weed to transform into the titular Captain Cannabis. Sure it

sounds weird, but a lot of comic book powers come from strange places. Shazam,

who is an adult aged superhero, got his powers because as a young boy he took a

magical subway to a throne room, where a wizened wizard bestowed onto him, not

only extraordinary powers, but the ability to go back-and-forth from adult to child

when he transforms.

The comic is billed as being “about as far from politically correct as you can get.” And

it definitely lives up to that moniker. Comic Cook Code be damned, you won’t find

adventures like this at Marvel or DC. The first issue of the comic, created by Verne

Andru, is being reissued with updated artwork to celebrate the milestone.

The parallels between Captain Cannabis and the Green Lantern are too numerous to be a coincidence. Both heroes derive their

powers from a mystical source, both play large roles in intergalactic conflicts they never imagined possible and both are motivated

by their sense of right and desire to protect the one they love. Readers can only hope that Lighter is better at protecting his beloved,

and that she doesn’t share the same fate as Green Lantern’s (Kyle Rayner) girlfriend Alexandra DeWitt, who was “fridged.” No that’s

not a typo, and DC Comics would love to pretend it didn’t happen. Thankfully though, the internet exists and you can read all about

it here.

You can pick up the 40th anniversary collector’s edition of Captain Cannabis at CaptainCannabis.com.
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36 CULTURE • JUNE 2011

BUZZBUZZ

he Captain Cannabis 
online comic is a 
series of 13 webi-
sodes presenting the 
adventures of Halburt 
Lighter, a.k.a. Captain 

Cannabis. Equal parts cynical 
comedy, life-affirming realism 
and superheroic fantasy, this 
mind-altering animated comic 
delivers an enlightening jolt of 
THC-infused social commentary. 

Verne Andru is the creator 
and writer of Captain Cannabis. 
His previous experience includes 
working on the legendary cult 
classic Rock & Rule, one of the 
many heavy metal-infused 
animated films that were so 
prevalent during the ’70s and 
early ’80s. Since then, he’s 
worked with heavyweights such 
as Hannah-Barbara, Disney and 
Industrial Light & Magic. 

Andru was able to step away 
from his magnum opus long 
enough to share a few words 
with CULTURE about life, the 
universe and Captain Cannabis.

How would you describe 
Captain Cannabis to some of 
our readers who might not 
have heard of your art?
This is the story of a down-
and-out roadie named Halburt 
Lighter. Through a series of mis-
adventures, he and his girlfriend 
end up in Vancouver, where a 
spacecraft shows up to help 
Earth. Okee, the alien on the 
spacecraft, has a magical plant 

A ReAl
HeRo

By JAsen T. DAvis

Holy smoke! It’s Captain Cannabis 
to the rescue!

T
Comic Relief

Captain Cannabis isn’t 
the only THC-powered 
hero. Back when Chas-

ing Amy hit the screens 
in 1997, comic fiends 

were introduced to 
Bluntman and Chronic, 

a series based upon Jay 
and Silent Bob. In the 

film, Jay and Silent Bob 
Strike Back, the movie 

rights to Bluntman and 
Chronic were sold to 

Miramax and the titular 
characters attempt 
to stop the movie. 

Throughout it all, we’re 
not sure exactly what 

their super powers 
are . . .

he calls “herb.” When Hal smokes 
it, he is able to manifest what 
he thinks about in real life. I’m 
eventually going to combine all 
of the webisodes into a feature 
film I’m going to call 420.

He reminds me 
of DC’s Green 
lantern, with an 
emphasis on the 
green, only he 
can control reality. 
isn’t the alien also 
a main character?
I wanted Captain 
Cannabis to look very 
professional, so I had to split the 
project into pieces to keep down 
costs. The next part of the series 
will deal with Okee’s backstory.

Captain Cannabis has some 
deep, occult roots. i’ve 
noticed a lot of references to 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Gnostic 
philosophy and Tibetan 
mysticism.
Yes, the point is that we are a 
spiritual consciousness stuck 
in a physical body. Right now, 
many people just want things for 
themselves and don’t care about 
anyone else. When you get into 
the higher realms of spiritualism 
there is a point where you have 
to ask, “What is the real truth?” 
Okee and Hal ask this question. 

Okee is meant to illustrate the 
struggle our consciousness [faces] 
to rise above the material world. 
He represents the inherit weak-
ness of man and keeps falling into 
matter. That’s our struggle. 

Halburt Lighter, a.k.a. 
Captain Cannabis, is going 
through the illumination phase 
of becoming enlightened. In 
the first comic, he’s just a basic 
guy who doesn’t think beyond 
his next joint or beer. He goes 
through a spiritual awakening by 
smoking pot.

How does Captain Can-
nabis reflect your personal 
beliefs about the subject 
of medical marijuana and 
the legalization movement? 
Why is something so useful 
still illegal?
One thing people don’t under-

stand is that hemp, the parent 
plant of marijuana, is the reason 
that Western culture exits in 
North America. The first industry 
in the colonies was building 
ships, which needed hemp for 
rope. Because it expanded and 
became financially viable, this 
allowed Europeans to come 
over and invest in America. Back 
then, hemp and marijuana grew 
everywhere. It actually required 
a lot of work to eradicate. 

Why is it illegal? Money. You 
can grow cannabis anywhere. 
Because of that, you have a 
product that is uncontrollable. 
Well, why do we have laws? To 
control us. The question is; what 
jurisdiction does the DEA have? 
It’s under the control of the IRS, 
not the FDA. It has nothing to do 
with food . . . it’s about money.

captaincannabis.com.
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